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example, the profound scholarship and elegant learning of Sir 
William Jones, the close legal reasoning and the moral intre- 
pidity of Sir Edward Coke, the fearless integrity of Erskine, 
the rich learning and generous morality of Mansfield, the 
gentle humility and fervent piety of Sir John Eardley Wilmot, 
the classic grace of Blackstone, and the persevering philan- 
thropy of Sir Samuel Romilly ; and of our own countrymen, 
among the dead and living, he eulogizes with truth and good 
taste, Marshall, Washington, and Tilghman, eminent judges, 
and Duponceau, Binney, Sergeant, and Chauncey, distinguish- 
ed counsellors. 



6. — Second Annual Report of the Board of Commissioners of 
Common Schools in Connecticut, together with the Sec- 
ond Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board. Hart- 
ford : Case, Tiffany, & Burnham. 1840. 8vo. pp. 56. 

Mr. Barnard, the ahle and intelligent Secretary of the 
Common School Commissioners of Connecticut, has brought 
into this, his Second Annual Report, a vast amount of informa- 
tion, which he has collected by most laborious personal in- 
quiries. He has digested his materials under a few judiciously 
arranged heads, so as to present a clear and connected view 
of the whole subject. The reader will be struck, in reading 
this document, with the care, and candor, and enlightened 
power shown by the author. He points out the faults of the 
Connecticut schools with fearless independence, and brings 
to bear on the subject an accurate knowledge of the systems 
and means of education at home and abroad. He is thus en- 
abled to throw in weighty suggestions, and to point out the 
proper course to be taken, in order to reform an institution, — 
that of Common Schools, — which has so lamentably fallen 
short of the ends it was designed to accomplish. It is fortu- 
nate for the State, that this task has fallen into Mr. Barnard's 
hands. From him and Mr. Mann, the excellent Secretary of 
the Massachusetts Board of Education, the community may 
expect to receive very important benefits. Indeed, such has 
been the case already. An attention and an interest have 
been excited with regard to our common schools, which bid 
fair to place them, insufficient as they have been for many 
years, upon a respectable footing. 



